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Elections Remain Stalled After Assembly Meeting 
By Charreah Jackson 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
On Thursday evening, the General Assembly held 
an emergency meeting. They hoped to decide on 
General Elections regulations for 2004, to begin the 
already later than usual election process. 
After waiting for representatives to arrive, much 
debate and unsuccessful motions, the decisions were 
tabled until Wednesday, with still no approved elec-
tion regulations. 
ways to help the students they represent." 
The meeting, planned for 7 p.m., was not called to 
order until 8:15pm, as punctual representatives and 
students waited for enough student representatives to 
arrive so the body could reach quorum. "I think it is 
ridiculous when assembly members, knowing the 
topic of the meeting is time sensitive, encounter an 
issue of quorum. Candidates ready to start may be 
injured with more violations or pre-campaign issues, 
if specific regulations are not outlined," junior 
Classics/Spanish major Kristen Howard said. 
PHOTO BY CHARREAH JACKSON 
With quorum reached, the legislative body began 
discussing the General Assembly Election's 
Committee (GAEC) plan to utilize a point system ver-
sus monetary fines for violations made by candidates. 
The active discussion continued as the GAEC commit-
tee chairwoman Shawntel Hebert, shared the pro-
posed budget for the committee, which was rooted in 
each school's payment of $200 to participate in the 
elections. As the discussion escalated, HUSA Vice-
President Faith L. Walls calmed the discussion down 
and reminded representatives that they needed to be 
responsible as student leaders to ensure that students 
planning to run would have guidelines soon. 
The General Assembly gathered on Thursday 
evening, but were unable to finalize plans for the 
upcoming election. 
"The purpose of having representatives is for them 
to express their opinions on behalf of their con-
stituents and to make the school better for the stu-
dents they represent," president of the NAACP 
Howard Chapter Xayna Sanders said. "I am glad to see 
the assembly is not just accepting motions .... " 
"The assembly is still dealing with the usual issue 
of quorum," Graduate Trustee Charles Coleman said. 
"I wanted to speak and meet with the graduate repre-
sentatives and to be a part of this important meeting. 
I am working to improve my visibility around campus. 
Student leaders should always be looking for better 
The motion was made and seconded to accept the 
See ELECTIONS page AB 
Main 
Cafeteria 
Closed on 
Holiday 
By Melanie R. Holmes 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
While Monday was a time 
for rest and remembrance for 
Howard University students, it 
was also a day off for the 
Blackburn cafeteria. The cafe-
, -teria was closed for the day 
due to maintenance purposes. 
"They're going to do some 
repairs to fix the counter tops," 
said Vincent Jones, the super-
vising chef. "We're having 
them totally redone." 
Announced during the 
week proceeding the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday, stu-
dents feel the situation could 
have been handled differently 
in order to better accommo-
date those who eat there. 
"They should have said it 
earlier in the week so ;ieople 
could make arrangements," 
senior fashion merchandise 
major Elana Williams said. 
"But I guess they need it so at 
least they're repairing it." 
Other students feel that 
the repairs could have been 
made another time and that 
the closing should not have 
taken place. 
"They should have done it 
over break when they l1ad a 
whole month to fix it, but they 
waited until right after break," 
senior nursing major Tashima 
Goodman said. "I don't eat 
here that much so it's not real-
ly affecting me, but it's messed 
up for the people that eat here 
everyday." 
However, Jones asserts 
that there was no other time 
for the repairs to be made and 
that Monday was when the 
University chose to have the 
counter tops reconstructed. 
"This was the only oppor-
See CAFETERIA page AB 
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School of Communications Prepares 
For Departmental Accreditation 
By Tamika Smith 
Contributing Writer 
T his year the John H. Johnson School of Communications will undergo the process of retaining accreditation. 
Since 1982, and every six years thereafter, the 
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and 
Mass Communications (ACEJMC) has been invited to 
audit the programs in the school. During this process a 
self-study is conducted. Results from their studies along 
with answers to specific questions are mailed to the ACE-
JMC. In addition, they also interview faculty members, 
students, and observe classrooms in their daily environ-
ments. 
This year the ACEJMC site team will visit the school 
on February 8th and stay until February 11th. In order to 
pass re-accreditation there are twelve standards that the 
school is judged upon, which are administration, budget, 
student records, instruction, internships, Professional 
activities, public service, alumni involvement, diversity 
and faculty. 
According to Barbara A. Hines, a head coordinator of 
the process, some of the changes that were made to help 
in the accreditation process were hiring more faculty 
members, trying to make new strides in improving equip-
ment and laboratories, as well as implementing new 
courses. 
Although the School of Communications is one of the 
top 108 accredited programs in the United States, some 
students would agree that there are still improvements to 
be made. 
"Hopefully the ACEJMC will put pressure on the 
A legend is com-
ing to the home of 
the Redskins ... 
Bl 
school of communications to get better facilities and pro-
vide more state of the art equipment to compete with the 
more prestigious universities across the country. The bot-
tom line is the school of communications needs to step it 
up," senior radio-television-film major Elliot Robinson 
said. 
While visiting with the school, the site team will 
interview the student body. This event is coordinated by 
CAPCOM, which is an organization that serves as a serv-
ice learning company. 
"The main goal for CAPCOM is to encourage students 
to participate in the re-accreditation process and educate 
them on how it will affect their future," head coordinator 
for CAPCOM Deneyse Kirkpatrick said. During this inter-
view the site team will obtain the views of the students. 
They will also interview the faculty and staff recording 
their views as well. 
In concurrence with many students, some faculty 
members also agree that the ACEJMC is needed to 
overview the school. 
"It helps you to focus on your curriculum," Jannette 
Dates, Dean of the School of Communications said. "It 
makes you sharper and better at what you are and what 
you are delivering. It makes you analyze and think in 
ways that you wouldn't, necessarily if others weren't com-
ing in to give objective looks at what you say and offer." 
When the site team has finished their investigation 
they will meet with Dates, Provost Richard English and 
President H. Patrick Swygert to give them an early analy-
sis of the school's programs. Accredited counsel gives the 
final judgment about the school's status, however this 
decision will not be made until May of this year. 
The beauty shop 
has everyone talk-
ing.Find out why. 
B4 
Swygert to 
Hold 
Town Hall 
Meeting 
By Venus Brooke Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Tonight at 5:30 p.m., the 
School of Business Auditorium 
will be standing-room-only as 
Howard University President 
H. Patrick Swygert addresses 
the student body. 
One of the planks in 
Undergraduate Trustee 
Kareem Merrick's platform 
was the reinstatement of the 
town hall meeting. Merrick saw 
it fit to have students address 
the president prior to a meet-
ing of the Board of Trustees. 
Originally, Merrick 
planned to hold a forum on 
issues that Howard students 
find important, such as tuition, 
residence life, and campus 
safety; ho,vever, the turnout 
may not have been so great. 
"No matter how much I 
consult students, many feel 
uneasy about the level of influ-
ence that I have on the Board," 
Merrick said. "But at the town 
hall meeting, students can 
sound their biggest concerns to 
the person with the most influ-
ence, the President." 
According to Merrick, 
See MEETING page A9 
Howard 
Family 
Loses 
Two 
By Shara D. Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Howard lost two members 
of its family last week. Morris 
Hawkins, Jr., who worked in 
the College of Medicine's 
Department of Microbiology 
for over 20 years, died on 
January 13. 
In 1978, Hawkins started 
working at Howard as an 
Assistant Professor · of 
Microbiology. The University 
appointed him Special 
Assistant to the Dean and 
Coordinator for the Liaison 
Committee on Medical 
Education Institutional Self-
Study and Site Visits in 1982. 
In 1985, he moved into the 
position of Associate Professor 
within the microbiology 
department. 
As recently as 1999, he 
became Chair of the 
Appointments, Promotions 
and Tenure Committee. 
Hawkins received his M.S. 
degree in Genetics from 
See LOSS page A9 
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WhyisMLK 
Day 
Important? 
Alexis Smith 
Sophomore 
Finance 
"It's important to rec-
ognize Dr. King 's birthday 
to keep his legacy alive. If 
we didn't, part of our histo-
ry would be lost." 
JohnMcCown 
Sophomore 
Business Finance 
"Apart from him 
being black, Reverend Dr. 
King accomplished more 
than anyone I know an<l 
for that he should have his 
own holi<lay." 
Nicole Linton 
Freshman 
Marketing 
"It is important to 
give recognition to Dr. 
Martin Luther King's 
birthday because his 
courage and hardwork 
should be known." 
Omotyndo Sowole 
Junior 
Biology 
"It is important to 
recognize his birthday 
because if it wasn't for 
him, diversity among the 
races wouldn't even be a 
factor in today's world." 
VOICES AND VIEWS: MICHAEL HOLI-
DAY 
A2 
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Grad School Hosts Brazil Students 
By Shara D. Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
As a way to gain a more 
holistic experience while earn-
ing a degree, many students opt 
to participate in foreign 
exchange programs. 
LaTanya L. Reese, a third-
year doctoral student, will trav-
el to Sao Paulo, Brazil in March 
to study as a part of the U.S.-
Brazil Student Mobility 
Exchange Program. Reese 
believes that her stay in Brazil 
will complement her classroom 
learning by exposing her to a 
wide array of cultures. 
"One of the surest ways to 
become a leader in the global 
community is to experience 
first-hand other cultures," she 
said. "Since I am interested in 
women writers of color, Brazil 
seemed like a natural fit. It was, 
after all, one of the very last 
nations to legally abolish slav-
ery. Studying there will enrich 
me personally and scholastical-
ly, and ultimately make me a 
better teacher." 
The program offers its par-
ticipants hands-on experience 
when addressing the issues that 
plague both the United States 
and Brazil, including race, eco-
nomic development and social 
inequality. 
"As a result of my study 
abroad in Madrid, Spain and 
other journeys around the plan-
et, I realize that my humanity is 
inextricably linked to the 
humanity of my brothers and 
sisters throughout the world," 
Reese explained. "I am so hon-
ored and excited to go to Sao 
Paulo, Brazil in this first 
cohort." 
While there, Reese will par-
ticipate in classes at the 
Universidade de Sao Paulo, 
where she will be immersed in 
every aspect of their cultural. 
One of the greatest barriers that 
· Reese must overcome will be 
the ,language difference. Since 
she has already taken Spanish, 
she hopes that it will aid in her 
learning Portuguese. 
"While in Brazil, I expect to 
know the people, their Ian-
j 
PHOTO COURTESY or BCHS.NET 
Students travel to Brazil to enhance their cultural aware-
ness. 
guage, their strengths, their 
struggles, their triumphs. I am 
interested in cross-cultural 
similarities in Afro-Brazilian 
and African American resist-
ance writing," she said. 
"Certainly, on some level, peo-
ple of African descent share a 
story. From the Afro-Brazilian 
people, I will hear a side of the 
story and share with them a 
side of the same story." 
According to Wayne 
Patterson, senior fellow for pro-
gram reviews, research, and 
international programs, the 
Mobility Exchange Program 
began as a result of both 
See BRAZIL page AB 
HU Student Semi-Finalist in Competition 
By Candace Jones 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Keyana Williams, a mem-
ber of the D. Parke Gibson 
chapter of Public Relations 
Student Society of America 
(PRSSA) at Howard University, 
entered the Got Milk? competi-
tion not knowing whether or 
not she would be chosen as a 
finalist. She had something 
even greater in mind. 
"I really want to bring 
attention to the Public 
Relations curriculum at 
Howard University and to rep-
resent the Journalism depart-
ment to other people well." 
Faculty advisor Rochelle 
Ford and Chapter President 
Andrea Brown strongly encour-
aged the PRSSA member to 
enter the competition. 
As a finalist, Williams will 
be flown to New York City, all 
expenses paid, on Thursday 
January 22, 2004 for a dinner 
with other finalists. She and 
other finalists will present their 
campaigns for clients to a panel 
'''1 am rea((y [}(ad that someone is re resentin[J 
']{award rilniversity in somethin[J that wiU 6e nation-
a((y reco[Jnized and we(( repected.'' 
-Sfiarelyn 'Devonish 
of four judges who will then 
decide the winner of the com-
petition. 
With much thought, 
Williams thoroughly evaluated 
what exactly she wanted to do 
with her campaign. The compe-
tition was based on the famous 
"Got Milk" campaign; however, 
it was centered on the goal to 
get more teens to drink fla-
vored milk. 
"My campaign focused on 
the idea that milk is an individ-
ualized, culturally hip thing," 
Williams said. "My key mes-
sage is 'What's YOUR Flava?'" 
After the finalists have pre-
sented their campaigns to 
clients and the four judges, they 
will pitch the campaign to a real 
reporter of FORTUNE maga-
zine. Thereafter, they will be 
presented with a crisis situa-
tion in Public Relations where 
they will have one hour to pre-
pare a pitch to present to the 
same four judges. 
This process has not been 
easy for Williams. 
"Last Tuesday I was hit by a 
car and that really put a 
damper on my presentation, 
but I am doing what I have to 
do," she said. 
Junior Public Relations 
major Sharelyn Devonish, who 
is also a member of PRSSA said 
that she was proud of Williams 
and the accomplishments that 
she has achieved. 
"I am really glad that some-
one is representing Howard 
University in something that 
will be nationally recognized 
and well respected," Devonish 
said. "I am proud of Keyana 
Williams and PRSSA and defi-
nitely feel very motivated to go 
an extra step." 
If she wins, Williams will 
be recognized by PRSSA, Public 
Relations Society of the Year 
(PRSA), and other Public 
Relations events throughout 
the country as well as the 2004 
National PRSSA Conference 
that \\rill take place in New York 
City. 
The first place winner will 
also receive an all expense paid 
trip to the PR Week Awards on 
March 4, 2004. 
BET's New Reality Series Attempts to Paint Picture of College Life Today 
By Crystal C. Tyson 
Contributing Writer 
On Wednesday, January 
28, 2004 at 9 o'clock p.m., 
many people across the coun-
try, including many of our own 
Howard University students, 
will be tuning in to BET to 
watch the new reality series, 
"College Hill." This will be the 
first black reality series to pre-
miere on television. 
The show is about the lives 
of black college students. BET 
has taken eight college students 
from different backgrounds 
and different areas of the coun-
try who attend school in 
Louisiana. These students live 
together and have their private 
lives captured on film for 
nationwide viewing. The stu-
dents that will live in the house 
will interact with one another 
and, like other reality shows, 
most viewers expect to see 
scandal and dramatic con-
frontations. Some Howard stu-
dents think the show is going to 
be a success. 
"I can't wait until the show 
premieres. I think it is great 
that blacks finally have a reality 
show we, black college stu-
dents, can relate to," Quinisha 
Saunders, a sophomore psy-
chology major, said. "As long as 
blacks support the show it 
could be a major success." 
On the other hand, sopho-
more psychology major K'toya 
Anthonyson said that the show 
will not have long-lasting suc-
cess. 
"The show will be a success 
for the first season, but after 
that I doubt it will last," 
Anthonyson said. "Because 
shows on BET are not support-
ed by many people, the 
PHOTO COURTESY OF JUSTLIKEMEBOOKS.COM 
show could possibly get can-
celled very quickly." 
Junior radio-television-
film major Ebony Vann said 
that MTV's success with reality 
shows caters to certain types of 
audiences. 
"These shows have been 
very successful so far and will 
continue to be due to the fact 
that the viewers support MTV's 
shows, not just whites, MTV 
caters to all, and BET doesn't," 
Vann said. 
Anthonyson said that BET 
is looking at shows such as Real 
World and Sorority Life/ 
Fraternity Life and adding 
color. 
"I like the idea of the black 
reality show, but I think it is 
sacred what we do on campus. 
Black college students' lives 
shouldn't l;)e broadcast. 
Personally, I wouldn't be a part 
of the show,'' Anthonyson said. 
Employee 
Of the 
Week 
By Nicole Melton 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
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By Candace Jones 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
This week on January 20, 1986, 'Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day,' two Howard students were arrested 
after protesting 500 feet from the South African 
Embassy amid police resistance. 
Ona Alston, HUSA programs director, and Cherry 
Cox were the students arrested after crossing police 
lines during the protest. 
"I chose •o get arrested because its time for 
Howard students to take a stand," Alston said in a 
1986 Hilltop article. "I didn't get arrested as HUSA 
programs director, I got arrested as an individual." 
The purpose of the protest was to "commemo-
rate Dr. Martin Luther King's birthday as a well con-
cerned expression about apartheid in South Africa,'' 
said then HUSA president Bryant Moore. 
Eyewitnesses said they saw police drag Alston on 
the ground while attempting to arrest her. Cox added 
that her reason for crossing the police barricades was 
to tell the police to stop handling Alston so violently. 
The demonstration lasted for three and a half 
See HISTORY page AB 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Holds Political Debate 
By Devin McDaniel 
Contributing Writer 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. host-d a political debate in the Blackburn enter West Ballroom. 
The two panelists, Olalade Fawole, the acting 
Vice President of the College Democrats of 
America, and Adam Hunter, President of the 
Howard University College Republicans, spoke 
of the n1any issues facing African Americans in 
the coming election. 
Discussion on the democratic side focused 
on the amount of candidates on the primary bal-
lot and how it affected the vote. 
Fawole said that with eight candidates on the 
democratic primary ballot, there is no real uni-
fied effort, and that all the candidates have dif-
ferent opinions and agendas. 
When asked about healthcare, Fawole 
expressed a lack of a "Legitimate, realistic plan" 
within her party. During the Question and 
Answer period, one audience member asked 
what the panelists felt about African Americans 
running for office. 
In her answer Fawole looked back to the 
days when Jesse Jackson ran for President. 
"Even though he didn't win, he forced the 
other candidates to express an opinion on the 
black issues". 
Republican Adam Hunter got more reaction 
from the audience. When asked about Bush's 
immigration law, Hunter felt that it would help 
the country by ensuring that "the jobs Americans 
don't want" will be filled. "Many companies are 
hiring immigrants to work because they don't 
have to pay them minimum wage," Hunter said. 
"If these illegal Aliens register with the govern-
ment they risk being deported, but gain the 
financial protection of'the government, ensuring 
they will make at least mini1num wage." Hunter 
expressed that he felt the country was moving 
toward a more conservative vote. 
"Candidates are targeting the middle class, 
'NASCAR dad' ir stead of African Americans, so 
there isn't a high level of black sensitivity on the 
ballot," he said." 
"I'm tired of these candidates coming into 
black churches once a year to get votes," Hunter 
said. 
Both candidates agreed that black voter apa-
thy must change. 
"It would be naive to think that any candi-
dates' promises would all come true after he is 
elected," Fawole said. "It is up to black people in 
America to ensure we get the representation we 
deserve by becoming involved in our local poli-
tics". 
According to Fawole, Black candidates do 
not have the same amounts of money invested in 
Workshop Focuses on Meditation 
By Evelyn Klopp 
Special to The Hilltop 
Ganapati Coleman has dis-
covered a deep and enriching 
well of power within himself. 
He found it years ago through 
meditation. He still draws 
plenty from it today, and he 
will show others how they can 
find their own inner strength 
through meditation on 
Saturday January 24 with a 
free workshop entitled, " I 
Meditate .. It Works." 
Coleman is coming to 
Washington, D.C. from Rhode 
Island to share the benefits of 
yoga and meditation. The 
workshops are Coleman's way 
of reaching out to those in need 
of spiritual renewal. 
" This is an offering, a shar-
ing," Coleman said. " I think 
you always have a duty to give 
something back. If you have 
something, then you should 
offer it. After all, if I am a 
member of the world's family 
then these are my brothers and 
sisters." 
Coleman will begin his talk 
by exploring the relationship 
between the human self and 
societal transformation. He 
will look at the evolution of the 
civil rights movement noting 
PIIO'l'O COURTESY OF WWW.UMAINE.EDU 
Many use meditation as a source of rejuvenating the soul. 
how Martin Luther King, Jr. 
used the ancient Eastern prac-
tice of Allisma to use his own 
power within to lead the non-
violent movements and trans-
form the world outside. 
"If we are inwardly power-
ful then we can achieve social 
and economic change," 
Coleman said. 
Coleman will also discuss 
the Eastern and Western views 
on consciousness. Coleman 
said that many African 
Americans do not know how 
the Eastern disciplines of yoga 
and meditation relate to them, 
and he hopes his workshop will 
increase the application of such 
practices. 
"These workshops are 
about transformation; about 
growth and renewal," Coleman 
said. " We need to do that in a 
See MEDITATIONpage AB 
Employee Makes Difference at the Mecca 
EMPLOYEE from A2 
seeing how they have gone on to reach their 
goals." 
Murdock's most memorable moment on the 
job came when one of her former students, Carla 
Peterman, told her she would be honored as a 
Rhodes Scholar. Peterman formerly served as 
an undergraduate student assistant in the 
Honors Program office, during which she and 
Murdock became good friends. 
"I was so happy and proud when I found out 
about Carla becoming a Rhodes Scholar," said 
Murdock. "I just love seeing the students in the 
program excel." 
Watching the successe,; of students serves as 
an inspiration for Murdock. After graduating 
from college, Murdock says she desired to study 
nursing, and after retiring from Howard, she 
will spend her time volunteering with senior cit-
izens. Based on her experiences, she says the 
most valuable advice she has learned and shares 
with students is to not let fear hold you back. 
"I think it's so important to explore all of 
your options," Murdock said. "Ifl had to do it all 
over again, I wouldn't hold back, I would just go 
for it. As I look at the new generations, these 
kids are doing it all and I think that's great." 
PIIOTO DY NICOLE MELTO~ 
their campaigns. 
"We have to convey our 
needs by any means neces-
sary, non-violently of course, 
or else the day will come 
when we won't be acknowl-
edged at all," she said. 
Hunter reiterated later 
by saying that African 
Americans have to lobby and 
stand by our candidates and PHOTO COUR l"ESY OF UAII.EOU 
be sure to support them financially. 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. was 
founded in 1908 on Howard University's cam-
pus. After its incorporation in 1913, the goal of 
the sorority was to improve the socioeconomic 
status of the community locally, nati0nally and 
worldwide. Alpha Kappa Alpha has grown to 
more than 170,000 women across the United 
States, Caribbean, Europe and Africa. Its pur-
pose is to encourage academic and n1oral excel-
lence, promote healthy relationships amoug col-
lege women and serve people through communi-
ty service. 
"We have to convey our needs by any means neces-
sary ... or efse the day wi(( come "when we won't be 
acknowfedt]ed at a([" 
-O(a(ade 'F awo(e 
Vice President of tfie Co(feae 'Democrats of ?tmerica 
Gates Gives Lecture in Rankin 
By Natasha L. Williams 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Henry Louis Gates Jr.,, 
director of the W.E.B. Du Bois 
Institute for African and 
African-American Research at 
Harvard University, held a lec-
ture and book signing for his 
most recently authored work, 
"America Behind the Color 
Lines: Dialogues with African 
Americans," Friday in Rankin 
Chapel. 
Before his lecture on his 
views about race and the state 
of African-Americans today, 
Gates showed clips from his 
documentary also titled 
"America Behind the Color 
Lines." The documentary was a 
collection of interviews and 
case studies on the topic of 
race. 
Gates interviewed prison 
inmates, inner city youth, sin-
gle mothers, middle class fami-
lies and well-known celebrities 
such as Samuel L. Jackson, 
Alicia Keys, Don Cheadle, Chris 
Tucker, Morgan Freeman, 
Russell Simmons, Bernie Mac 
and Colin Powell. 
"I didn't only want to get 
the opinions of wealthy, profes-
sional men and women," Gates 
said. "I wanted to go into the 
prison cells and talk to the drug 
dealers and the grandmothers 
who are raising their grand-
children alone." 
During his lecture, Gates 
discussed his views on affirma-
tive action and how it helped to 
create a new middle class 
among African-Americans. He 
also pointed out that despite 
this new middle class, there are 
still many African-Americans 
living in poverty. 
"In the 196o's there were 
40 percent of African-
Americans living in poverty 
and today 40 percent of 
African-Americans still live in 
poverty," Gates said. "This is 
the best of times for our people 
and it is also the worst of times 
for our people." 
Gates expressed his dislike 
for the public school system 
and shared his views on repa-
rations. Gates believes that 
children need to change their 
views on education and under-
stand that an education is the 
only way out of the ghetto and 
See LECTUREpage AB 
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Ronald E. McNair Program Prepares 
Students for Advanced Degrees 
By Natasha L. Williams 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Since 1995, the Ronald E. 
McNair Post-baccalaureate 
Achievement Program has been 
available at Howard to assist 
undergraduate students who 
wish to attend graduate school 
and obtain a PhD. 
According to program 
administrator Christal L. 
Evans, the program is designed 
to help undergraduate students 
prepare for graduate school. 
"The program helps stu-
dents prepare for the process of 
applying to graduate school and 
gives them a sense of what to 
expect," Evans said. "We pre-
pare students to be more com-
petitive in the application 
process and we do that by 
requiring that they do research 
on their particular field of 
study." 
The McNair program pro-
vides opportunities for low-
income first generation families 
"'Before you can fiave a dream 
come true, you must first have 
one." 
-'Rona(d 'Mc'Nair 
and those who may not have 
1nany resources. In addition to 
helping students become famil-
iar with the graduate school 
application process, .students 
have the opportunity to become 
familiar with standardized tests 
such as GRE and GMAT. 
During the summer, stu-
dents are required to partici-
pate in a 6-week research pro-
gram to help them gain 
research skills. 
"The students use the 
research program as an oppor-
tunity to collect data for their 
research papers, which will get 
published only if it is approved 
by an editor," Evans said. 
"Students also receive a $2800 
stipend during the summer to 
help pay for expenses." 
The program is for students 
with sophomore or junior clas-
sification who plan on getting 
their PhD. two years after 
receiving their baccalaureate 
degree. The student also has to 
have 50 credit hours at the time 
of applying, a 3.0 GPA, and 
they have to be a U.S. citizen or 
a permanent resident of U.S. 
See MCNAIRpage AB 
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Deck 
Bush not 
Invited to 
MLK 
Tribute 
About 400 
protesters lined the 
street across from 
the King Center in 
Atlanta as 
President Bush laid 
a wreath at the 
tomb of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. to commemo-
rate the 75th birth-
day of slain civil 
rights leader · 
Thursday. 
Carrying signs 
and chanting to 
rhythms pounded 
from conga drums, 
members of the 
crowd resisted 
efforts by police to 
move them to a des-
ignated protest area 
about 150 yards from the 
reflecting pool in front of the 
simple white marble crypt. 
King's widow, Coretta Scott 
King, walked with the president 
to her husband's tomb. After 
Bush laid the wreath, he stood, 
head bowed, for about 15 sec-
onds. 
Although King Center offi-
cials did not invite Bush to join 
their planned celebration, Mrs. 
King met briefly with the presi-
dent. · 
Shortly before Bush's 
arrival, a line of city buses 
parked in front of the center, 
preventing Bush and the pro-
testers from seeing each other, 
although the demonstrators' 
jeers and slogans were not 
muted. 
Rowland 
Impeachment 
Decision Difficult 
The Connecticut 
Legislature will form a biparti-
san committee to investigate 
the scandal surrounding Gov. 
John G. Rowland and recom-
mend whether he should be 
impeached, the leader of the 
state House said Wednesday. 
"It is the most difficult 
decision that I've had to make," 
said House Speaker Moira 
Lyons, a Democrat. 
Rowland had asked legisla-
tors not to hold impeachment 
hearings, warning it would cre-
ate a partisan rift within the 
legislature, but he did an about-
face Tuesday and said he 
endorses a process that is fair 
and objective. 
The three-term governor 
last month admitted accepting 
gifts and free work on his vaca-
tion cottage from politically 
connected friends, state 
employees and a contractor, 
something he initially denied. 
He has maintained that he 
never returned the favors and 
has apologized several times 
for lying about the gifts. 
Seattle Might Ban 
Beach-Driving 
A proposal from Seattle-
area lawmakers to ban the 
time-honored practice of driv-
ing on state beaches has repre-
sentatives of coastal communi-
ties frothing like storm-driven 
surf. 
A6 
Washington has dozens of 
miles of state-owned beaches 
that are officially designated as 
public highways, a decades-old 
tradition that dates back a time 
when they were easier to drive 
on than roads in the marshy, 
heavily wooded inland. 
With a few exceptions, the 
sand is still open to cars, trucks 
and SUVs. On a sunny weekend 
or during a low clamming tide, 
a beach can turn into a vast 
parking lot. That disturbs many 
people who come to the beach 
seeking tranquility and relax-
ation, only to find rumbling 
pickup trucks and miles of tire-
tread ruts. 
State Rep. Al O'Brien, a 
Democrat who represents part 
of the Seattle suburbs, was 
sparked into action after get-
ting an earful from constituents 
about dangerous driving and 
even drag-racing on the sand 
near Ocean Shores. 
W. Virginia on 
eBay for $1 OOm 
An attempt to auction off 
the state of West Virginia drew 
56 bids and nearly enough 
promised dollars to fill the 
state's projected budget hole 
before eBay learned of the joke. 
By Tuesday evening, with 
five days to go in the sale of 
item number 2372779353, 
"Entire State of West Virginia," 
bidders had bumped the ante 
up to just $1 short of $100 mil-
lion. 
"As an eBay consumer 
myself ... that's a heck of a bar-
gain!" joked Amy Shuler 
Goodwin, spokeswoman for 
Gov. Bob Wise, who's project-
ing a $120 million deficit for 
fiscal 2005. 
The seller, identified only 
as "fishstuffnthings," did not 
immediately respond to e-mails 
late Tuesday. Nor did "nos-
nam1488," who was the high 
bidder. Within minutes, the 
auction was unplugged and the 
state was "no longer available." 
Construction 
Halted for Bald 
Eagle Threat 
DENVER, Colorado (AP) -
Conservation groups asked a 
federal appeals court to halt a 
golf course and subdivision 
planned in northwestern 
Wyoming because the impact 
on bald eagles wasn't seriously 
considered. 
Canyon Club Inc. is build-
ing an 18-hole golf course and 
71-home development along 
the Snake River 17 miles south 
of Jackson, Wyoming. 
The Greater Yellowstone 
Coalition of Bozeman, 
Montana, and the Jackson 
Hole Conservation Alliance 
unsuccessfully sued to stop 
construction to force a more 
rigorous environmental review. 
On Thursday, they asked 
the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals to find that the Army 
Corps of Engineers improperly 
issued the permits. 
Of particular concern are 
bald eagles that nest in the area 
?.nd the fact that wetlands have 
been filled in, said Tim Preso, 
an attorney with Earthjustice, 
which represents environmen-
tal groups. 
Source: CNN 
D.C. Law to Ban Drivers on Cellulars 
By Ria Marie Davis 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Drivers in the District 
using cellular phones without 
hands-free devices will soon be 
fined according to new legisla-
tion passed by the D.C. 
Council. The new law which 
will take effect at the beginning 
of July would fine offenders 
$100. Non-residents will also 
be penalized with exceptions to 
be made only in cases of 
emergency or for on-
duty police and 
emergency per-
sonnel. 
T h e 
legislation 
is the first 
of its 
kind in 
t h e 
• 
region 
and was 
approved by 
a 12 to 1 vote. 
DC council mem-
bers state that the law 
• • 1s a necessary measure given 
the high incidence of automo-
bile accidents, and that it will 
encourage drivers to practice 
greater safety while using their 
cell phones. Similar laws exist 
in various jurisdictions across 
the US, but New York is the 
only state thus far to imple-
ment a statewide ban. 
A spokesperson for Mayor 
Anthony A. Williams (D) told 
the Washington Post that the 
Mayor supports the legislation 
and will sign the bill which has 
not yet been approved by 
Congress. Council members 
said that the legislation will 
aim to modify how cell phones 
are used, not to impose a com-
plete ban on the phones. Carol 
Schwartz (R-At Large) 
who helped to craft 
the law told 
the Post 
that, 
" I 
h ave 
seen people 
just chatting away with one 
hand on the wheel. At least 
now we11 get two hands on the 
wheel." 
First-time offenders would 
be given a chance to obtain a 
hands-free device and to pres-
ent a receipt for their purchase 
before payment of the fine is 
due. 
There has been some dis-
sent regarding the legislation 
U.S. Fingerprinting 
System Making 
Students Feel ''Like 
Criminals'' 
By Gregg Wallace 
Contributing Writer 
The fingerprinting and 
mug shooting of foreign stu-
dents as they arrive in the US 
to continue their academic 
education are just two of the 
problems that are heaped 
upon them. 
Students now have to 
stand in long lines for the 
privilege of paying $100 to 
apply for a student visa, not 
refundable should it be rejeqt-
ed for any reason. Now they 
have to be fingerprinted when 
they get here. 
Jaime Kennedy, an 
International Business major 
at George Mason University 
says that "each time I go over-
seas; it seems to get easier for 
me, as an American. All I need 
for most places is my passport 
and plane ticket. Finding 
someone who speaks English 
is seldom a problem. It's nice 
for me. But when I get back, I 
always seem to see families or 
older couples on their first trip 
to America standing at Dulles 
International Airport with 
their luggage looking bewil-
dered. I can't help them 
because I'm bewildered by it, 
too." 
"I feel as if I am some sort 
of criminal coming to the 
United States" says Mahendra 
Maharaj, a freshman 
Computer Science major at St. 
John's University. "In India, 
Americans are treated with 
the utmost respect and dignity 
and I think it unfair for us 
(students) coming here to be 
subject to such embarrass-
ment and dehumanization." 
Some students under-
stand the necessity for such 
security measures due to the 
recent threats to the United 
States over the last three 
years. Keren Charles, a senior 
Insurance major from 
Trinidad and Tobago studying 
at Howard University, 
believes that, "If this is what 
the United States government 
feels that it needs to do to pro-
tect its people, then I have no 
problems with it, since it is not 
bringing harm to foreign trav-
elers ... and the actual time the 
process takes is not that long 
either." 
Other countries have 
reacted by enforcing their own 
fingerprinting systems and 
France has been doing it since 
April of 2003. Brazil has 
recently come under scrutiny 
for fingerprinting US nation-
als upon their arrival, the 
issue bearing from the lack of 
modern equipment in trying 
to expedite the screening 
process, which delays passen-
gers for hours getting through 
• • • 1mm1grat1on. 
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however, with council member 
Jim Graham (D-Ward 1) cast-
ing an opposing vote. Graham 
told tlie Post that the council 
should avoid creating a meas-
ure 
t h a t 
w o u 1 d 
detract police 
attention from 
. 
more severe crimes 
such as killings and rob-
beries. "In a time when we 
had more police, a time when 
we had a greater sense of confi-
dence in what our police are 
accomplishing, I would be with 
this. But in this particular 
time, when we're finding out 
about our homicide rate and 
realizing there's an increasing 
number of robberies, I can't 
see devoting major police 
resources to this issue." 
There have also been 
objections from cell phone 
industry lobbyists and a few 
highway safety advocates who 
argue that there is not enough 
research to link a reduction in 
automobile accidents to such 
measures. Jonathan Adkins, 
spokesman for the Governors 
Highway Safety Association, a 
nonprofit organ-
ization for 
highway 
safety agen-
cies, told the 
Post that his 
organization 
fears that drivers 
will think it is all 
right to make cellular 
calls with a hands-free 
device, such as an ear-
piece. "We want drivers to 
get the message that they 
shouldn't use a cell at all while 
driving. We do not want other 
states to take the momentum 
to do this type of thing. There's 
really not a lot of research to 
show that it's going to be effec-
tive." 
Janelle Alexander, a com-
muter in the District said that 
she supports the la·.v. "I think it 
will benefit both drivers and 
pedestrians because it can end 
up saving lives. If the law will 
make our highways and people 
safer then it is definitely a good 
thing." Jarvis Williams, a car 
owner and resident said that, 
"I have no problem with that 
law. It still allows me to use my 
phone and focus on the road so 
that I can drive better." Margo 
Posey of Dallas said her phone 
is sometimes a necessity while 
driving, often while trying to 
find directions. "The phone 
becomes a tool," she said. 
EXEMPT NATIONS 
These 28 countries are exempt from the 
fingerprint and mug shot program because 
they have agreements with the United States 
allowing their citizens to visit without visas 
and they provide data on visitors. 
Andorra 
Austria 
Australia 
· Belgium 
Brunei 
Canada 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Liechtenstein 
Luxembourg 
Monaco 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Portugal 
San Marino 
Singapore 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
· Source: U.S. State Department 
;1 l \ I I l \ I 8 (i ( I - I () L (i ) 
live Ore t~r. 
January 20, 2004 
• 
·· - - --------...--- .. •<+•wwww •••••••••••aoeeezzo £2!SZQ 21 1 J ! J 21 ........ 
l<ashmir Update: 
Historical Peace Talks eet Praise 
By Ria Marie Davis 
Hilltop Staff Writer r--------------- - ·- - ---------~ Minister Per Stig Moeller told the AFP news agency that, "It is 
clear we have to do what we can 
to support the process of recon-
ciliation under way between the 
two nuclear powers, India and 
Pakistan." 
• HIIJlta 
• 
China 
I 
I 
I 
i India and Pakistan may 
soon hold talks to resolve their 
longstanding dispute over the 
northern territory of Kashmir. 
The decision which resulted 
from a regional summit in 
Islamabad was welcomed by 
United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan who said 
that it was "wonderful news." 
US Secretary of State Colin 
Powell also said that the meet-
ing opened new opportunities 
for achieving peace in that part 
of the world. 
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Anika Jones, a political sci-
ence major, said that any 
attempts at peace would be 
good for the world right now . 
"There is turmoil everywhere 
you turn, so peace talks are a 
welcome occurrence at this 
time. I hope that the Kashmir 
dispute can finally be resolved." 
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India and Pakistan have 
fought for ownership of the 
Kashmir territory, even before 
attaining independence from 
Britain in 1947. A partition plan 
established under the Indian 
Independence Act of 1947, gave 
Kashmir the freedom of acced-
ing to either India or Pakistan, 
but the region eventually yield-
ed to India giving key powers to 
the Indian government in 
exchange for military aid and a 
promised referendum. Since 
that time there have been two 
India-Pakistan wars over the 
region, in addition to an upris-
ing and volatile separatist 
movement against Indian rule 
in Kashmir since 1989. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.INDIAGOV.ORG 
A map of Kashmir- the region causing conflict between 
India and Pakistan for over 50 years. 
Denise Thomas, a history 
and English major agreed. 
"There is so much historical 
conflict over land and territory 
between nations, that it is real-
ly time for the leaders of these 
places to sit down and try to 
solve these problems before 
more lives are lost." 
Leslie Charles expressed 
the same sentiment. "People in 
positions of authority need to 
take more vigorous steps 
towards peace instead of sitting 
icily by and letting their nations 
fight against each other. It is 
time for change." 
Pakistani President Pervez 
Musharraf and India's Atal 
Behari Vajpayee said in a joint 
statement that they were confi-
dent that all differences, includ-
ing that of Kashmir could be 
solved. The release issued by 
the two leaders discussed a 
number of concerns, particular-
ly that of cross-border violence. 
In it, General Musharraf had 
assured President Vajpayee 
that territories under the con-
trol of Pakistan would not be 
used for such purposes. 
However, General Musharraf 
later told journalists that, 
"there are extremists on both 
sides who may not want peace, 
who have extremist positions ... 
who may like to sabotage this." 
He warned, "We must be 
strong... whatever shade and 
color ... we'll take them to task." 
The historical talks have 
received nationwide recogni-
tion with a number of leaders 
expressing optimism and hope 
for the resolution of the long-
standing dispute. European 
Commission president Romano 
Prodi said that the discourse 
between India and Pakistan 
was "proof of their commit-
ment to further strengthen the 
process of confidence building 
and to resolve outstanding 
bilateral issues". 
Australia's Foreign 
Minister Alexander Downer 
praised the "statesmanship dis-
played by both leaders in pur-
suit of peace." A German for-
eign ministry official also said 
that the talks were "a great 
opportunity for India and 
Pakistan .•. [and] would also 
have a stabilizing effect on the 
entire region. 
Denmark officials urge that 
the international community 
need to support the peace 
process. Danish Foreign 
Separatist politicians in 
Kashmir were not as optimistic 
but were very cautious about 
welcoming the leaders' 
announcements. A spokesman 
for the major Kashmiri militant 
groups also said that their 
attacks on Indian targets will 
continue. UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan said however that 
he believed the Indian and 
Pakistani leaders would find 
the states~anship and wisdom 
to move the process forward 
and applauded the two leaders 
for the actions they have taken. 
U.S. Air Travel Safety Meas4res Causing Dispute 
By Sean Jackman 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
As the US continues its active war on terrorism in the wake of 
September 11, some countries have begun to protest against con-
troversial stances that the US is willing to take in their defensive 
stance. 
The US has begun to take a closer look at people entering their 
borders. From the beginning of 2004, everyone entering the 
United States with a visa has had to have their fingerprints and a 
photograph taken and scrutinized. The US government hopes that 
this move will make it even harder, hopefully close to impossible, 
for terrorists and other dangerous persons to enter the continen-
tal US. It will also make it easier for them to keep tabs on the 
movement of non-US personnel, keeping to a minimum those who 
try to exploit the system to their own use such as staying past their 
visa limitations. 
However, some countries see the measures as discrimination. 
Whereas people entering on work, student or visitor visas are all 
affected, those on the visa waiver scheme such as tourists from 
Japan, Australia and much of Europe are not affected. Countries 
such as Brazil have not been quiet about their dislike of the new 
regulations. They see it as being biased against poorer countries. 
Since these new laws have been put into effect, Brazil has begun to 
fingerprint and photograph US citizens flying into their airports, 
an apparent retaliation against the US regulations. 
In addition, the US is now lobbying for yet another controver-
sial action to be put into motion; placement of armed guards on 
US bound flights. Whereas they have already introduced new 
measures on US soil, tightening security on inbound flights is 
proving to be difficult as countries are rejecting the proposal. 
The Portugal civil aviation authority has stated that putting 
loaded guns onboard flights could endanger them. Joaquim 
Carvalho, director of Portugal's National Civil Aviation Institute, 
said that, "We will not authorize loaded guns on Portuguese 
planes; therefore we will not allow armed guards ... If there is spe-
cific information about a particular flight which justifies having 
armed guards on board, what we would consider is canceling the . 
flight." 
Shanaz Tiwari, a graduate student of Florida Atlantic 
University, said, "I really think that placing armed guards on 
flights will freak people out. It may cause more confusion than it 
relieves." 
Ravi Singh, industrial engineering graduate from University of 
the West Indies, had this to say about the new measures, "They 
[US Government] seem paranoid but they have good reason to be. 
However the armed guards could backfire, for example if someone 
held up the guard and took their gun ... " 
The British pilots' union, Balpa, said that a flight with a secu-
rity risk that was high enough to warrant an armed guard should 
not fly at all. Holiday airline Thomas Cook has already threatened 
to ground any flights on which armed guards are placed and 
British Airways officials have expressed concerns about having the 
armed guards on their aircraft. Balpa has not only disapproved of 
the armed guards, or sky marshals as they are called, aboard 
flights, but has also called for an emergency world summit of air-
line pilots to consider the demand for sky marshals. 
It remains to be seen just how effective these new measures 
will be and if they will in fact, stem the tide of terrorism. 
Rebels want Fewer 
Candidate Eligibility 
Restrictions 
By Sean Jackman 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
On 19 September 2002, sol-
diers in the Ivory Coast became 
unhappy at being demobilized 
and mutinied. 
At Abidjan, this sentiment 
quickly raced into a full scale 
rebellion, and as hundreds of 
army men turned their guns 
against their country, the Ivory 
Coast Patriotic Movement rebels 
seized control of the north. 
In October of that year, a 
cease fire was called but a battle 
for the key cocoa industry town 
of Daloa gave way to further bat-
January 20, 2004 
ties by December. 
President Gbagbo accepted 
a peace deal in Paris in January 
of 2003, which proposed, 
among other things, a power 
sharing government. 
Peace talks were then aided 
when political parties and rebels 
agreed on the structure of the 
new government in March. 
The "consensus" prime min-
ister, Seydou Diarra, was then 
tasked with forming a cabinet 
where nine members were 
required to be of rebel ranks. 
Eight months of rebellion 
came to an end in May when a 
ceasefire was signed between the 
armed forces and the rebel 
groups and they declared the 
war officially over in July. 
However, it was not to be, 
and in August, a group of sus-
pected mercenaries and their 
backers were detained in France, 
allegeclly planning to assassinate 
President Gbagbo. 
By September of 2003, the 
rebels had accused President 
Gbagbo of violating the peace 
agreement. They claimed he dis-
criminated against Muslims and 
northerners, many of whom are 
of foreign origin, and they pulled 
out of the unity government. 
Now in January 2004, the 
rebels have ended their boycott 
of the goverrunent. The leader of 
the New Forces rebels 
Communications Minister 
Guillaume Soro was expected to 
rejoin the cabinet on January 14. 
Despite the absence of the 
rebels, the government has 
approved a bill aimed at meeting 
some of their demands. If 
passed, it would dilute the 
nationality rules for presidential 
candidates. 
The current rule states that 
one may run only if both parents 
are Ivorian; the bill will reduce 
that to one parent. Opposition 
leader Alassane Ouattara, a 
The Hilltop 
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9 Olympics 
Bidders 
(Source: CNN) While 
sports fans across the globe are 
looking forward to August's 
Olympic Games in Athens, the 
race to host the event in 2012 is 
already on. Nine cities have 
submitted applications to the 
International Olympic 
Committee, with Paris, London 
or Rio de Janeiro strongly 
favored to win. The other can-
didates are Moscow, Russia; 
Madrid, Spain; New York, 
U.S.A.; Istanbul, Turkey; 
Leipzig, Germany; and Havana, 
Cuba. 
Paris and London, which 
have both hosted the Games 
twice, were the first to reveal 
details of the bids on Friday. 
London bid leader Barbara 
Cassani, speaking at a presen-
tation at the Royal Opera 
House, promised a compact 
event with 17 sports staged 
within 15 minutes of a new 
Olympic village in the east of 
the British capital, which host-
ed the Games in 1908 and 1948 
Aussie Train 
starts First North-
South Coast 
Route 
A freight train has begun 
the 3,000-kilometre journey 
which fulfils a century-old 
dream to link Australia's north 
and south coasts by rail. 
There were lively celebra-
tions in Adelaide as it departed, 
as onlookers lined the tracks to 
cheer off two locomotives 
painted with Aboriginal art-
work pulling 100 freight cars. 
The project, which cost more 
than A$1.2bn, was once dis-
missed by critics as a train line 
from nowhere going nowhere, 
but is now seen as an important 
new trade route. 
The journey from Adelaide 
to Darwin will take around two 
days and will cross some of the 
country's most inhospitable 
terrain. 
Lion Mummy 
Found in Egypt 
Archaeologists have uncov-
ered the first example of a lion 
mummified by the ancient 
Egyptians, in the tomb of the 
woman who helped rear King 
Tutankhamun. Although the 
breeding and burial of lions as 
sacred animals in Egypt is men-
tioned by ancient sources, to 
date no one had found a mum-
mified specimen. 
The male lion is amongst 
the largest known to science 
and its bones show it lived to an 
Deck 
old age in captivi-
ty. 
The lion was 
found in a tomb at 
Saqqara in north-
ern Egypt belong-
ing to Maia, wet 
nurse to 
Tutankhamun, 
who was buried in 
about 1430 BC. 
Canada 
Cold 
Weather 
Dangerous 
It is bitterly cold 
across 
Canada 
eastern 
and the 
north-eastern 
United States, with 
temperatures in 
some cities reaching 
as low as -40C. Icy 
winds are adding a 
severe wind chill fac-
tor in some regions. Although 
eastern Canada is used to cold 
weather, the latest extreme 
temperatures are proving 
potentially dangerous for some. 
In the country's largest city, 
Toronto, homeless shelters are 
packed with people trying to 
escape the cold. City officials 
say there could still be up to 
1,000 people without shelter 
out on the streets, where frigid 
temperatures have been exac-
erbated by heavy blowing snow. 
Brazil Reaches 
HIV/ Aids Drug 
Deal 
Brazil's Government has 
reached a deal with pharma-
ceutical companies to reduce 
the price of HIV/ Aids anti-
retroviral drugs by around a 
third. Health Minister 
Humberto Costa said the deal 
would save the government 
about $100 million this year. 
Brazil is one of the few 
countries to offer all HIV/ Aids 
sufferers anti-retroviral drugs 
free of charge. Its program has 
been described as a model for 
the developing world, as has its 
campaign to prevent infection. 
"With the savings we have 
made we are guaranteeing the 
continuation of the programme 
and ensuring that every 
Brazilian who needs treatment 
for Aids receives adequate 
treatment," said Costa. 
The price cuts bring the 
total annual cost of Brazil's 
HIV/ Aids treatment pro-
gramme to its lowest level since 
1999 - $18om - while cutting 
the average cost per patient to a 
new low of $1,200. 
Source: BBC News 
for Presidential 
Ivory Coast Upda.te 
Muslim northerner, was barred 
from past elections because his 
parents were from Burkina Faso. 
Another bill would make it 
easier for those of foreign origin 
to own land. But disparity still 
lurks within these measures as 
Gbagbo would like to place them 
subject to a referendum, while 
the rebels want them passed by 
parliament like other laws. 
Ife Rodney, medical school 
student at Howard University, 
believes the government is on 
the right track: "If the govern-
ment is at least willing to make 
these changes then the rebels 
should meet them halfway. I 
hope that they can reach a con-
sensus and end the war. No one 
wins in any kind of war." 
Ryan Herry, a junior 
mechanical engineer at 
Kettering University, stated that, 
"All around the world people are 
dying innocently. I hope that this 
new allegiance will last and her-
ald them into a united future." 
One can only hope that 
these two opposing factions will 
be able to settle their differences 
in time, hopefully without fur-
ther bloodshed. 
A7 
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This \t\hl<in:MEAC 
BASKETBALL: 
MEN'S BASKETBALL: 
Bethune Cookman 69 
Howard 60 
Coppin St. 69 
NCA&T 42 
FAMU 76 
Delaware St. 66 
Norfolk St. 67 
UMES 54 
Morgan St. 62 
scsu 57 
Elon 54 
UMES 51 
Delaware St. 61 
Howard 59 
Bethune Cookman 70 
Savannah St. 57 
Standings: 
(MEAC, Overall) 
Coppin St. 
Delaware St. 
Morgan St. 
scsu 
Hampton 
FAMU 
Norfolk St. 
sec 
Howard 
UMES 
NCA&T 
(5-1, 7-10) 
(4-1, 5-8) 
(4-2, 5-8) 
(3-2, 6-8) 
(3-2, 5-11) 
(3·2, 4-1 0) 
(3-3, 4-11) 
(2-3, 3-11) 
(1-4, 3-11) 
(1-4, 1-11) 
(0-5, 0-14) 
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL: 
Howard 75 
Bethune Cookman 70 
Coppin St. 60 
NCA&T 52 
FAMU 58 
Delaware State 52 
UMES 72 
Norfolk State 63 
Morgan St. or 84 
scsu 82 
Bethune Cookman 70 
Savannah State 60 
Delaware St. 79 
Howard 74 
Gardner-Webb 72 
NCA&T 52 
Standings 
(MEAC, overall): 
Delaware St. 
FAMU 
scsu 
Howard 
sec 
Hampton 
Coppin St. 
NCA&T 
UMES 
Morgan St. 
Norfolk St. 
(4-1, 9-4) 
(4-1, 8-6) 
(4·1, 7-7) 
(4-1, 4-10) 
(3·2, 5·7) 
(3·2, 3·1 O) 
(3-3, 7-8) 
(2-3, 5-10) 
(1 ·4, 3-8) 
(1-5, 1-13) 
(0-6, 1-13) 
, 
Grambling and Howard to Meet in PG Classic 
Events Projected to Bring $15 Million into Region 
By Robert L. Anderson, II 
Contributing Writer 
Bright lights, television cameras, 
business officials, civic leaders, and a 
couple of legends were all present at a 
do\.\/11town Washington, D.C. press con-
ference last Tuesday. The big event: 
announcing details of the first annual 
Prince George's Black Chumber of 
Commerce Classic. 
The classic will be held September 
18, 2004 at FedEx Field in Landover, 
Maryland and will feature the 
Grambling State Tigers from the 
Southwestern Athletic Conference 
($WAC) and Howard's Bison football 
team. 
"The classic will bring exposure to 
the nation's most affluent African 
American majority county, Prince 
George's County," said Hubert Green, 
President of the Prince George's Black 
Chamber of Commerce. "This will be 
our first annual classic, and we hope to 
have 25 to 30 more." Green officially 
announced the classic. 
' 
Classic Football 
Holds Poten,tial 
For Big Profit 
By Robert L . Anderson . II 
Contributing \Vriter 
The Prince George's 
Black Chamber of 
Com1nerce Classic is pro-
jected to bring $15 million 
into the Landover /Largo, 
Maryland region, because of 
its pri111e location. Prince 
George's County, which bor-
ders the \Vashington, D.C. 
area to the east. is the 
wealthiest 1najority-black 
county in the nation. l\Iany 
of its residents are gradu-
ates of HBCU's. The 
Landover area, where FedEx 
Field is located. is in a part 
of the county that is receiv-
ing a lot of attention and is 
progressing tremendously. Several high-profile individuals 
were present, including Maryland 
Lieutenant Governor Michael Steele, 
Maryland Fourth district Representative 
Albert Wynn, Maryland State Senator 
Gloria G. Lawlah and PG County 
Executive Jack Johnson. 
, .. ,(. , .... 1·. . . ' 
Cl 1\SSIC 
Across from FedEx 
Field, the Boulevard at the 
Capital Centre, now occu-
pies the space that was once 
home to the US Airways 
Arena. Jasper's Restaurant. 
According to Howard University 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALL-PRO PHOTOGRAPHY 
Bison head coach Ray Petty (left) and Grambling head coach Doug Willlams 
(right) face reporters at the offlcial announcement of the first annual Prince 
George's Black Chmaber of Commerce Classic. See CLASSIC page 82 See PROFIT page 82 
Aden Leads Howard to Win 
Over Bethune-Cookman 
Indoor Track Competes 
At Penn State 
By Edward Hill, Jr. 
Special to The Hilltop 
Saturday's Game 
Howard 75 
B-CC . 70 
' 
Daytona Beach, FL-
Christina Aden scored 10 of 
her 14 points in the second 
half to help Howard defeat 
Bethune-Cookman College, 
75-70 in a Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference 
women's game. 
The Lady Bison (4-10 
overall, 4-1 in the MEAC) 
reeled off an 8-2 run to start 
the second half as Aden 
scored four of the points. 
Howard, which has won 
four of its last five, held 
leads of 13 twice in the sec-
ond half, but each time the 
Wildcats (5-7 overall, 3-2 in 
the MEAC) narrowed the 
deficit to three only to have 
Howard knock down free 
throws to close out the 
game. 
By Garrett H. Sims 
Contributing Writer 
The scene was set on Saturday as the Howard University 
indoor track team traveled to Pennsylvania State University to 
compete in the U.S. Coaches Association Series Meet. Penn 
State, Cornell, Rutgers, Georgetown, La Salle, Villanova, 
Seton Hall, Saint Francis, Maryland, Saint Joseph's, Syracuse, 
Lehigh, MES, and Bucknell University were all participated in 
the meet. 
Although Howard placed tenth and eleventh overall on 
the men's and women's side with scores of 31 and 14.2 respec-
tively, individual performances made the countrv aw~ re of 
Howard's presence. 
In the men's four b:i, 800 meter relay, the team of 
Raymond Gayle, Khary Kenyatta, Edgar Sams, and David 
Wynn finished third timed at 7-40.39, placing behind 
Georgetown and Saint Francis. 
"Physically, we do three distance runs, and one sprint n1n 
at practice during the week to prepare for this event," Wynn 
said. "Mentally, I go into every race thinking I am going win." 
Wynn also competed in the 800-meter relay, finishing seven-
teenth out of 42 participants. 
Senior hurdler David Oliver finished with a time of 7.80 in 
the 60-meter hurdles, placing first. Junior tlichael Smnpson 
finished seventh in the triple jump with a jump of 13.57 
meters, while Andrew Murphy finished fourth in the long 
jump with a jump of 6.81 n1eters. 
On the women's side, senior Phakiso Collins finished tied 
for fourth in the 60-meter dash. She also finished seventh out 
of 39 people in the 200-meter dash. Sophomore LaClaire 
Collins had a strong showing in the long jump, finishing third 
with aju1np of 5.79 meters. Aden added six assists 
while teamn1ates Shauna 
Ruglass contributed 14 and 
Brittany Jan1es added 12. 
Bethune Cookman was 
led by Katie Clark, who led 
all scorers with 21. 
PHOTO BY CARROLL SMITH/ ALL-PRO PHOTOGRAPHY 
Brittany James eludes Morgan State In a recent game. 
James had 12 points against the Wildcats this Saturday In 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 
"Coach Merritt wants us to be prepared for the best com-
petition. He gives us two to three interval workouts, and two 
to three distance runs throughout the week," said Cordis 
Stanfield, a junior transfer student who <'On1peted in the men's 
distance relay. 
See TRACK page 82 
Wildcats Def eat Bison Men in Florida 
By Edward Hill, Jr. 
Special to The Hilltop 
Saturday's Game 
Howard 60 
B-CC , 69 
Daytona Beach, FL-
Wildcat Diondre Lamond came 
off the bench to score 9 of his 
11 points in the second half and 
Bethune-Cookman scored its 
last 11 points from the free 
throw line to hold off Howard, 
69-60 1n a Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference men's 
game at Moore Gymnasium. 
The loss was the fourth 
straight for the struggling 
Bison (3-11 overall, 1-4 in the 
MEAC) . 
Larmond enter ed the 
game early in the second h alf 
and helped fuel a 10-2 run that 
saw the Wildcats (3-11 overall, 
2-3 in the MEAC) open up its 
biggest lead at 58-48 with 6 :30 
left on the clock. Larmond, 
who also added 5 rebounds and 
3 steals in 24 minutes, canned 
a long three pointer and a 
short baseline jumper d uring 
the run . 
Howard, m eanwhile 
wen t long str etches without 
scoring and the season-high 21 
turnovers did not h elp. 
But what was most 
telling was th e free th row 
shooting where the Wildcat s 
made good on 24 of 35 while 
the Bison went t o th e line only 
9 times, making only 4 . 
Howard was led in scor-
ing by Louis Ford, who led all 
scorers with 16 an d James 
'Mac" Wilkinson, who tallied 
all of his 15 in the second half. 
FILE PHOTO 
Senior Seye Aluko (44) and the rest of the 
Bison's efforts weren't enough to stop the 
Wildcats Saturday night. 
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Athletics Director Spearheads 
Advances in Wolllen's Sports 
By Timothy Waters, Jr. 
Contributing Writer 
in things such as swi1n1ning, couldjoin. 
volleyball, and basketball," In 1974, the university 
That all changed when in established its first organized 
Howard University admin- 1972, when she was named as women's athletic teams with 
istrator Sandra Norrell- the University's first basketball, track and volleyball. 
Thomas wasn't always an ath- Coordinator of Women's · "Back then we didn't have 
letics director. Before Norrell- Athletics. Norrell-Thomas conferences or anything like 
Tho1nas became the first became ahnost solely responsi- that. It started out us just hav-
female athletic director in ble for wmnen's athletics on ing three or four gaines a sea-
Howard's history, she held Howard's campus. son versus American and 
many other posts, including the With her fire and vigor for Georgetown and other schools 
university's first Coordinator of athletics, she worked tirelessly in the area," said Norrell-
W o me n' s _ _ "_A_l_h------=------.-.;.._-=-----d--h-- Thomas. 
Athletics. t ough I was a pioneer an t e Alt h OU g h 
Not too long fiirst to do such things, I only hope Howard was actu-
ago, before the ally ahead of the 
dawn of female that I am a role model for others, curve compared 
"super athletes" to other schools 
like Lisa Leslie especially women to do bigger and when it came to 
and the Williams imp I em en ting 
sisters, women better things." wo1nen's athletics 
couldn't even play -Sondra Norrell-Thomas in their sports 
organized sports p r o g r a 1n s , 
in college. D · t ,.f Athl t · Norrell-Thomas 
"Back then all l re C Or OJ e lC S _ saw the bigger 
we had were days called play to bring women to the universi- picture, and wanted bigger and 
days," said Norrell-Thomas. ty with athletic scholarships. better things. During that time, 
"Once or twice a year we would Norrell-Thomas also helped Howard's won1en's athletics 
travel to Hampton and other develop conferences that were in a conference called the 
schools and have competitions Howard and other area schools CCC (Capital Collegiate 
PHOTO COURTESY HOWARD SPORTS INFORMATION 
Sondra Norrell-Thomas is the University's first female ath-
letic director and previously coordinator of women's athlet-
ics. 
,_ 
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Conference). This conference 
was a part of the Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics for 
Women (AIAW). Women's ath-
letics joined the NCAA in 1983. 
That's when Norrell-
Thomas jumped at the oppor-
tunity to join the NCAA. "I felt 
it was vital and the obvious 
thing to do" Norrell-Thomas 
said, "Although the AJA W sued 
the NCAA (AIA W lost) it was of 
importance that we join them 
no matter what." 
Later, Norrell-Thomas 
began to put pressure on the 
university to create scholar-
ships for ,,•omen in sports. 
"Women who play sports at 
this school owe her a great deal. 
Without her, they probably 
wouldn't be here," said Bison 
football defensive Coordinator 
Keith Gilmore. 
"Although I was a pioneer 
and the first do such things, I 
only hope that I am a role 
model for others, especially 
women to do bigger and better 
things," Norrell-Thomas said. 
Hometo 
Oeveland, Ohio 
·,. ' ~'-11! ~ 
FILE PHOTO 
Aden was instnnnental in the Lady. Bison's wins over Morgan State and 
Bcthune-Cookn1an. She was also selected as·the MEAC won1en's basketball 
,• ; Rookie of the Week. 
, 
Admission to Classic Not 
Free for Students 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALL-PRO PHOTOGRAPHY 
From left, Bison Football Head Coach Ray Petty, PG Black Chamber of Commerce 
President Hubert "Petey" Green and Grambling State Football Head Coach Doug 
Williams. 
CLASSIC from 81 
Athletics director Sandra 
Norrell-Thomas, the classic 
will be a lasting sign of her 
legacy left to the university. 
"This was not an event that 
just dropped out of midair. 
tion aims to attract alumni by 
mailing information about the 
classic to every Howard gradu-
ate in the region. To attract 
current Howard students, 
Mercer said communicating 
with student organizations like 
HUSA is key. 
Williams' return to the area 
that made him a legend. 
Williams led the Redskins to a 
42-10 Super Bowl victory over 
the Denver Broncos in 1988 
and was crowned the Super 
Bowl's MVP. 
We've been working on this 
since June. I talked to Doug 
(Williams), and there was 
much deliberation about two 
dates. We (Bison 
Athletics) tried to hold the 
schedule open to make sure we 
could secure the date." 
In the end, things worked 
out for both teams, and they 
will be working to make the 
classic one of the premier black 
college events in the country. 
The current challenge is 
assuring that attendance is at 
an all-ti1ne high for the game. 
"It starts up top, from the 
administrators on down and I 
think we are headed into the 
right direction," said former 
Bison standout quarterback 
Jay "Sky" Walker. 
"If we can take 20 buses 
down to Hampton, I don't see 
why we can't take 50 buses 
over to FedEx Field," said 
Bison Express President John 
Mercer. The booster organiza-
Admission to the game will 
not be free for students. Plans 
are being made to have dis-
count prices for students, as 
well as special packages. 
"Nothing is finalized yet 
except the game. But one thing 
we might do is if a group of 4 
students buy a ticket, they may 
receive one free ticket, to give 
to a friend who n1ay not be able 
to afford the game," said 
Norrell-Thomas. 
Bison Head Coach Ray 
Petty sees no difficulties in 
motivating his team for the 
ga1ne. "They're excited about 
the game. It's a big challenge 
for us. We had a young foot-
ball team last year, but we have 
a lot of players returning. The 
leaders of the team have been 
stepping up. They've been 
excited about going into the 
workouts, and it's been a real 
high for our football teain.'' 
One of the biggest attrac-
tions about the classic will be 
Grambling Head Coach Doug 
"He was probably one of 
the most talented people I have 
ever seen. Even when he was 
young, he was a natural 
leader," said Redskins coach 
Joe Gibbs. 
Williams looks forward to 
the opportunity to come back 
to the District, not only for 
himself, but for the players at 
Grambling. Willia1ns pointed 
out that if an opportunity like 
this never presented itself, 
many of his players would have 
never made a trip to 
Washington. 
~(From a recruiting stand-
point,) the classic is n1ore 
advantageous for Howard not 
Gran1bling. However, this just 
lets our recruits know that we 
do travel," v\Tilliams said. 
The Tigers and the Bison 
have met twice, with the Bison 
winning both gan1cs. The 
Bison posted a 35-20 win in 
1988 and a 6-o victor} in 1989. 
Both ga1nes wt re played in the 
Meadowlands. 
Big Profit a Possibility for Classic 
PROFIT from 81 
Borders Books and Music, 
Pizzeria Uno, Red Star 
Tavern, Bugaboo Creek steak-
house, Qdoba Mexican Grill 
and Five Guys Famous 
Burgers and Fries comprise 
the businesses at the Centre. 
When completed by the 
end of 2004, the complex will 
have a 12-screen Magic 
Johnson Theater, nine addi-
tional restaurants, and 
500,000 square feet of retail 
space. 
In addition, the 
Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority plans 
to have completed additions 
to the Metro Rail system with 
new blue line n1etro station 
stops in the area by the end of 
2004. 
The Garrett Morgan 
Boulevard Station, will go 
directly to FedEx Field, while 
the Largo Station will go to 
the Largo Town Center. This 
means that thousands of indi-
viduals going to classic festiv-
ities will only need to get on 
the train for a brief ride to 
attend. 
The classic will include a 
three-day long weekend cele-
bration filled with activities 
including a fashion show, a 
golf tournament and an offi-
cial tailgating "throw down." 
A step show showcasing vari-
ous black fraternities and 
sororities will also take place. 
Plans for a parade and an epic 
Battle of the Bands that will 
include the high school and 
outstanding 1niddle school 
marching bands fro1n 
Washington, D.C. and Prince 
George's County are also in 
the works. 
"This is about economics. 
It's about a football game, a 
nice hosting of community 
and cultural eycnts. 
Underlying all of this is an 
economic drive to bring 
tourism and investments into 
African- An1erican communi-
ties," said Maryland Fourth 
District Representative Albert 
Wynn. 
Oliver Places First at Penn State 
TRACK from 81 
"As their coach, my goal for 
this meet was to look to qualify 
people for the conference 
championship. But in whatev-
er event they qualify in, I want-
ed them to know that they 
should go for it, and let nobody 
hold them back from obtaining 
their goals," said track coach 
Michael Merritt. "This pro-
gram started fron1 scratch, and 
with individuals such as David 
Oliver making nationals and 
strong performances from 
Erica Day and LaClaire Collins, 
it put us on the national map. 
At the end of the year, I would 
like to see some people at the 
NCAA National Indoor Track 
Chan1pionships. 
This Saturday, the track 
team will travel to the 
Princeton relays to continue 
reaching for qualifying ti1nes 
for the NCAA championships 
on March 12-13. 
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V I SIT US AT www.MvJA.ORC 
Attention All Writers: 
[Current and Prospective] 
If you'd like to write for The 
HIiitop, come to our weekly 
budget meetings Tuesdays at 
6:00 p.m. in The Hilltop Office, 
located inthe West Towers, P-
Level. 
January 20, 2004 The Hilltop 
One of America's ''100 Best 
Companies to Work For" 
- 7th year in a row! 
REI, the leading outdoor gear and apparel retailer, is looking for an 
entry level manager for our Bailey's Crossroads store. If you have 
the proven ability to boost sales and profitability and have passion 
for motivating, coaching and developing employees, we want to 
hear from you. 
REI is expanding! We currently operate 70 stores in 24 
states, and in 2004 we will be adding six additional stores! 
Recreation is our business, and REI offers a great work environment 
that balances hard work with time off to play. If you'd like to be 
rewarded for initiative, effort, and creative thought, come join us! 
Please apply online at www.rei.com/jobs. (Job#717) 
REI is proud to be an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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'lssue 
IJlig6 
Maintenance = 
IJlig6 Se!f Worth? 
By Monica L. Barbara 
Indulge Editor 
Just a few weeks ago I 
was told I was a "high mainte-
nance little princess" by a 
friend. Geesh, what's that 
supposed to mean? Though 
said lovingly and without 
malice, I couldn't help but be 
taken aback by the comment. 
Me high maintenance? Sure, 
before my hellish schedule 
this semester, I kept regular 
appointments at the hair 
salon and nail salon, was 
more likely to be found in 
stilettos than flats, and took 
too long to get ready (well, 
the latter may still be true). 
But I never considered that it 
all translated to my being 
high maintenance since the 
term seems to have such a 
negative connotation. 
The parade of well-
dressed, highly manicured 
students on campus daily has 
often been criticized and sar-
castically described as a fash-
ion show. Aside from issues 
of practicality (after ruining a 
few pairs of cute shoes I 
claimed "suicide hill" the vic-
tor of the great heels vs. hills 
debate) what's so wrong with 
attention to physical appear-
ance? Why do people get so 
bent out of shape over the 
appearance of others? How 
many ti1nes have you heard, 
said, or thought to yourself 
"She thinks she's cute" "He 
thinks he's all that." Shouldn't 
you think you're cute and all 
that? 
While the cliche that you 
shouldn't judge a book by its 
cover has s01ne theoretical 
appeal, it's much less realistic 
in application. I tend to 
believe that our lives are cir-
cular, every action, thought, 
and choice being affective and 
interrelated with other 
aspects of our lives. Based 
upon this philosophy-and 
having failed to be proven 
wrong as of yet-I often make 
snap judgements about peo-
ple and things based on their 
appearance. I can usually 
look at a person and tell 
whether or not we'll get along 
or not as well as make charac-
ter judgements. A research 
report released in July of 
2003 showed that I'm not 
alone in 1ny discrin1inating 
eye. Study authors Buston 
and Emlen found that physi-
cal appearance plays a large 
role in mate selection. 
Another study published last 
year in Social Behavior & 
Personality: An International 
Journal revealed a similar 
relationship between &ppear-
ance and hiring. 
To be clear, it is not a sur-
vey of name brands or latest 
trends that I speak of engag-
ing. Rather, it is what can be 
interpreted from a person's 
choice of and particular way 
of carrying off what they 
wear, their personal groom-
ing, and body language. 
See HIGH page 85 
B4 
or Douglass Hall and find flyers advertising 
Feature someone on campus who can do almost anything with hair, including dreadJock , 
Upkeep: 
1naintenance, braids, hair cuts or even 
perms for less than the hair salon or bar-
bershop fees. 
Sophomore mathematics major Kelly 
Watson is one of these students, ''If you go 
to a hair salon and get cornrows, you will 
pay at least $30. I charge $10." She says 
most students on campus who wear ~eir 
hair in a twist or cornrow style have their 
hair done by a fellow student because the 
hair salons or barbershops are too expen-
sive. 
I Keeping Up 
Appearances 
Or Creating 
Life 
Experiences? 
Aside from lower costs, going to one of 
these student stylists has other advantages. 
For example, there is no long wait; Alexis 
Bradley, junior history major recalls wait-
ing over eight hours on one occasion in a 
hair salon. 
Despite the absence of a long wait when 
going to a student stylist, there are some 
disadvantages. Watson says that due to a 
heavier work load, she cannot braid hair for 
as many people as she was able to last year. 
Chanette Henderson agrees, saying that she 
will only braid her boyfriend's hair on a reg-
ular basis, tending to other students as her 
By Joi Gilliam 
Staff Writer 
Some things in life are guaranteed, as are some 
things in the black culture. Regular visits to the hair 
salon or barbershop are two examples. schedule permits. "If I don't have classes the next day 
then I will do more than one person's hair, but I try to 
ke<:p it to a minimum." 
FILE PHOTO 
and disadvantages. Some may choose a professional to 
care for their hair for completely different reasons, 
however. The hair salon and barbershop is a tota11y 
different experience; they are no longer simply places 
of business. Instead, on any given day one can make 
friends, foes, or hear a good story from one of the 
shop's patrons. 
They are found everywhere, and whether one has 
natural styled hair, relaxed hair, braided hair or the 
conservative "fade" hair cut, with the right stylist or 
barber, a student can go from an ugly duckling ro a 
swan in a matter of a few hours. 
Most students prefer to see a professional when 
getting a relaxer, "anything with chemicals has to be a 
licensed professional, but if it's just braiding, anyone is 
fine," said Bradley. Since appearance, especially having an eye pleas-
ing hair style, is so important to many students, it is 
not uncommon to go to high traffic areas such as Locke 
Sopho1nore broadcast journalism major April 
Debose has worked in both settings. She agrees with 
both Henderson and Watson when it comes to making 
appointments, "you can make more money at a hair 
salon because it is your job and that is all you do. At 
school you can't make appointments because you have 
other work to do." 
The hair salons and barbershops are such a popu-
lar social setting that Ice Cube's movie, Barbershop, is 
based on a typical day at a barbershop on Chicago's 
south side, a well-known black community. Many 
could relate to the movie with its gossip and dramatic 
over the top episodes. 
FILE PHOTO 
Unlike Watson and Henderson, Debose can do 
more than hair braiding. She points out that this caus-
es some sanitation problems when she has to use her 
regular sink instead of a specialized sink found in a 
hair salon. 
Visiting a student stylist clearly has its advantages 
Besides the typical gossip that most expect to find 
in the hair salon or barbershop, others simply enjoy 
the casual conversation found in these locations. There 
is a wide range in age and economic status. Damien 
Delgado, associate barber at Best Cuts on Georgia 
See UPKEEP page 85 
HU Dance Major Coordinator to Host Annual Conference 
By Lori Young 
Contributing Writer 
Dr. Sherrill Berryn1an-Johnson, 
Howard University Dance Major 
Coordinator and Artistic Director of 
Images of Cultural Artistry, Inc will host 
this year's International Association of 
Blacks in Dance conference. The confer-
ence, aptly titled as "Meeting of the 
Minds," will be held on January 23-24 
in Washington D.C., at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
and Howard University. 
The 16 year old conference will 
begin officially on January 23 and end 
on the 25th ,¥ith multi-company audi-
tions, including Philadanco 
(Philadelphia), Cleo Parker Robinson 
(Denver), Dallas Black Dance (Dallas) 
and Dayton Contemporary Dance 
Company (Dayton) at Howard. 
Berryman-Johnson takes a few minutes 
to expound on the significance of the 
conference: 
Hilltop: What is the purpose of the 
conference? 
SBJ: The purpose of the conference 
is to promote dance by people of African 
and Caribbean ancestry. This associa-
tion was founded by Joan Myers Brown 
because the needs of the Black dance 
professionals were not being met within 
the black dance community. The confer-
ence was developed so black dance pro-
fessionals could convene and dialogue 
their professional concerns while rais-
ing issues and promoting strategies to 
assist and increase opportunities for 
artists. Some of the participating uni-
versities will be dance students fron1 
Ohio State University, Houston, 
Bermuda and Canada. 
Hilltop: What has the conference 
achieved in the past 16 years? 
SBJ: The largest achievement for 
the conference has been tl1e growing 
number of young black dance profes-
sionals who have been searching for 
answers and avenues and are now find-
ing opportunities to learn and become 
educated about Black artists in Dance by 
attending the conference. 
Hilltop: What are its future goals 
and impact on African American 
Dancers? 
SBJ: The future goals for the PHOTO COURTESY OF HOWARD.EOU/COLI.EGE OF FINE ARTS 
Association will include .-------------- --'--- ------------ --------
rejuvenating and recon-
necting to better serve 
the next generation and 
promote both the 
younger and older gen-
eration of dance profes-
sionals to reconvene 
and produce ideas to 
better service the Black 
dance co1nmunity. The 
Association is also seek-
ing to provide a men-
toring program for 
black dance profession-
als. 
Multi-company 
dance auditions 
will be held this 
upcoming Sunday, 
January 25, 2004, 
in Burr Gymnasium 
at 1 p.m. 
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WASHINGTON, DC 
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T.S. Eliot's Family Reunion Unites Creativity,Craft 
By Monica L. Barbara 
Indulge Editor 
"Let sleeping dogs lie" summarizes the phi-
losophy of the Piper family in T.S. Eliot's The 
Family Reunion. Produced at the Washington 
Stage Guild until February 8 and under the 
direction of Bill Largess, Reunion is a poignant 
commentary and discourse about life, those who 
live it, and those who waste time hiding from it. 
ly chose to mark with the use of lighting changes 
on the simple set. The asides served as a window 
into the characters' minds, the most life-captur-
ing of which came from Agatha (Jewell 
Robinson). 
"I've been living all of my days off of my cap-
ital instead of earning my spiritual income." 
"'ln a wor(J of fu3itives, it is those that 
turn the other way that ayyear to run 
"Men tighten the knot of confusion into per-
fect misunderstanding." 
away." .., 
-'A.3atha from 'T.s. 'EUot's The 'Fami{y 
'Reunion Eight years have passed since the nine mem-
bers of the Piper family have gathered at the 
family estate in Wishwood. Converging on the 
occasion of Lady Monchensey's (Barbara 
Rappaport) birthday-and to take part in the pup-
pet show she attempts to make of the family's 
lives-the Piper's are forced to temporarily drop 
their daily facades upon the arrival of eldest son 
Harry (Jason Stiles). Excited and irrational, 
Harry refuses to be calmed by the family and 
conduct himself in a fashion that would make his 
personal suffering easier for everyone else. In 
his quest to overcome his own demons, Harry 
simultaneously summons those of his family. 
Harry, after claiming victory over his own battle, 
leaves Wishwood so that the remaining Pipers 
can begin their own. 
Written in prose dialogue that is both beau-
tiful and thought provoking, the mood and 
underlying theme of Reunion was driven by 
intermittent character asides that Largess clever-
"In a world of fugitives, it is those that turn 
the other way that appear to run away." 
For those who don't favor prose writing, the 
play may seem a chore to endure with its highly 
expressive, carefully crafted language and dry 
humor. The majority of characters, by necessity, 
are as archaic and proper as the language, and in 
a word, uptight. It is this same quality of the 
Piper family, however, that allows the acting 
prowess of Stiles, as Harry, to be displayed, when 
his wildly intense monologues are juxtaposed 
against the stifled ones of the other characters. 
"It is not my mind, my conscious that is dis-
eased, but the world in which I live in!" insists 
Harry via Stiles' passionate delivery. 
While there were no stale portrayals of the 
characters from any of the cast, Stiles' dramatic 
expression of his character's schizophrenic ram-
blings definitely make his performance the most 
noteworthy and scene stealing. Summing up the 
heart of the play's conflict between the conscious 
and the unconscious Stiles' character proclaims, 
"Life would be unendurable if you were wide 
awake!" 
Eliot's use of language in Reunion, as in his 
poetry (Ash Wednesday, Journey of the Magi, 
etc.) is a nod to his great admiration for Irish 
writer William Butler Yeats who followed in the 
footsteps of classic prose dialogue writers such 
as Aeschylus and Shakespeare. Commenting on 
Eliot's use of prose dialogue director Bill Largess 
says, "The Family Reunion is a landmark in 20th 
century verse drama .. .it is a feast of language and 
of ideas, and surprisingly adventurous in its 
structure." 
A landmark too in the presentation of the 
rigidity that is maintained to protect from the 
fluidity of life, The Family Reunion is a dramat-
ic, at times humorous, tale of the lies we rely on 
to cover our truths. Reunion is the second 
installment in the Washington Stage Guild's 18th 
season, the theme of which is appropriately 
"Keeping Up Appearances." The next production 
is George Bernard Shaw's On the Rocks, which 
will be directed by the Stage Guild's producing 
artistic director, John MacDonald, and run from 
March 4 through April 4. 
See It for Yourself: 
• , - I 
,. ·-· 
Production: The Family Reunion 
Theatre: \Vashington Stage Guild 
LocaJio·n: 1901 14th Street, NW (14th 
&T) 
Sho\\' times: Thursday evenings at 
T30 p.111., Friday and Saturday 
eveniugs at 8 p.m., and Saturday and 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. through 
February 8, 2004. 
Costs: $25 for Thursday and matinee 
performances, $28 for Friday and 
Saturday evening performances. 
Local West African Dance Company Returns Home 
By Brian Kasoro 
Contributing Writer 
Dreaming while awake is the 
only way to describe KanKouran's per-
formance this past weekend. There 
was a majestic feel in Dance Place as 
the drummers appeared from behind 
the giant curtain separating the dance 
floor from the folding chairs making 
up the first and second rows. This 
intimacy is what 1nakes Dance Place 
home to what is arguably the greatest 
and most renowned West African 
dance company ever. 
"We not at the Kennedy Center 
tonight," exclaimed Assante Konte, 
KanKouran's founder and artistic 
director. Then, in his Senegalese 
accent marked by rough English sen-
tences, "We at home. This is our 
home." 
Ironically, Alvin Ailey of African 
Dance, the company praised for its 
high energy and powerhouse drum-
ming, has no official home. 
"We always hear people say 'you 
are so great' but we don't never see no 
money from them," Konte said. 
Only after a performance such as 
Saturday night's could one appreciate 
exactly how a brilliant group with 
noted exceptional skills and abilities 
continues to stay alive. 
Their moves were smooth, fluid 
and captivating. What looked power-
ful and complicated one moment 
turned gentle and simplified the next. 
While not identical, their costumes 
were uniform in that every bead in the 
room shook in simultaneously, pro-
ducing an undertone that seemed to 
accidentally fall in with the command-
ing rhythm of the drums. The look in 
the eyes of the audience was one of 
indulgence. 
Each part of the show seemed 
meticulously planned and executed. It 
was art in its truest form. It was pas-
sion on stage. Yet, while the perform-
ance showed evidence of technical 
expertise, it also hinted of things 
unexplainable. 
"It's more than just excite1nent," 
one audience 1nember professed. "It's 
spiritual." Women didn't just enter 
the stage; they seemed to float onto it. 
Men didn't just exit; they seemed to be 
sucked away. When they spun, they 
appeared to stop because the drum-
beat required it of them, not because 
they wanted to. The acoustic counter-
part to Konte's choreography, Music 
Director ~1edoune Gueye injected the 
same methodical fervor into his drum-
mers. Their instruments seemed to be 
truly alive. Beads attached to the 
drums produced sounds like chirping 
crickets. Bloody marks began to 
appear on the drums belonging to the 
two teenage percussionists. 
"I guess you all must not have 
been playing," joked Konte during a 
brief break in the program. 
Konte has established an atmos-
phere that parallels and exceeds those 
of many families. In his so's, he's 
practically raised most of the group 
who happen to be n1ore than just 
musicians. To move from the junior to 
the senior level, one must earn his or 
her college degree. There were 
lawyers and business professionals 
who performed at Dance Place 
Saturday night. KanKouran stays 
alive because it has a mission. Konte 
wants it to become the first formal 
institution of African Dance. In the 
meantime, he understands the i1npor-
tance of uniting people through c:!ance. 
Asked by an elderly white w01nan if all 
of the dancers were from Africa, Konte 
replied, "Well .. . yes we are all from 
Africa. You can take us out of Africa, 
but you can't take Africa out of us. Art 
is black, white ... it's what brings every-
one together." 
To support KanKouran or to see 
its schedule of classes and perform-
ances visit www.kankouran.org 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.UMFUNDAU\i COM 
UPKEEP from 84 
Avenue said, "you can find everyone from blue 
collar to white collar." Despite the economic 
diversity, patrons can share simple, relaxing 
conversation relevant to one another. "There 
isn't too much gossip at my barbershop, we 
mostly talk about sports and females," said 
Junior Political Science and Philosophy major 
Trey Lewis. 
since I was eight years old," said Bradley. 
Besides personal relationships, it is also a 
comn1on place to build professional relation-
ships. "Almost all black men come to the barber-
shop ... it is a good place to meet professionals 
and network", said Delgado 
G 
Gll 
OU 
They are also good places to build strong 
relationships and meet new people, most com-
monly with the barber or stylist. Some have even 
been regular customers to their stylists' since 
they were very young. "I have known my stylist 
HIGH from 84 
So, while there will always be exceptions to 
the rule, forms of e>.iremity, I think attention to 
your physical appearance is not something to 
view negatively, as a pass into the superficial 
hall of fame. Instead it speaks to your attention 
to something deeper; it speaks to your under-
standing of how important you are, how worthy 
you are of taking a few extra minutes to make 
sure you look as good outside as you feel inside. 
January 20,2004 
Other students say the hair salon and bar-
bershop are important aspects of tlte black con1-
munity because it is such a positive environ-
ment. "You're not hurting anyone by going to get 
your hair done. I would rather have a new hair 
salon than a new liquor store in 1ny neighbor-
hood," said sophomore Fihn major Sharmain 
Burke. 
Keep realizing your greatness, and pay no mind 
if others take longer to catch on. 
Bests, 
Monica 
Monica L. Barbara is a senior psychology 
major. Feedback can be sent to thegreateris-
sue@hotmail.com. 
The Hilltop 
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MLK Holiday Potentially Loosing 
its Humanitarian Focus 
Bright club flyers lay changed our lives. leisure. He did not ultimate-
strewn across Howard's cam- Others who are not as ly die so that we could enjoy 
pus. "Got MLK?" the fliers vain actually do give Dr. King 30 percent off sales. 
asked in attempt to wittily a thought but just chalk him We find it completely 
promote a Sunday nightclub to a good man with a noble disrespectful that many are 
party. On TV stations, com- dream. But MLK was much commercializing and trivial-
mercials boasted Monday more than a dream, a name izing Dr. King's life. Step in 
"holiday sales." As everyone we see on street signs, and a the name of love not in the 
took a day to "relax," cour- simple holiday we "observe" name of the man who our 
--'-------=---~..=---------t es y of Martin Our View: community regarded as 
Luther King, Jr. one of the greatest 
we wondered, We have lost focus of what heroes of all time. 
has everyone • • It is saddening that 
become that Martin Luther King, Jr. Day the day set aside for such 
complacent with • fl fi a magnificent man is 
the works of this lS rea )' Or. being turned into a mar-
great man that etable holiday. It is 
we are commercializing the one day of the year. high time for Martin Luther 
observance of his life? Dr. King was a man who King, Jr. Day to be truly 
When Martin Luther dedicated his life to laboring observed as a time to appre-
King, Jr. Day rolls around, so for our people. He did not get ciate a man who struggled for 
many people celebrate a "day stabbed, have his house our progress, instead of 
off" instead of taking the bombed, and spend toilsome belittling the day as another 
time to celebrate a man who periods in jail so that we holiday to add to the calen-
rocked our nation and could enjoy a frivolous day of dar. 
Dorm Sticker Policy a Smarter Solution 
But now it seems as if argue that the solution to 
The day that Residence Residence Life may have dorm security has still not 
Life changed dorm policies actually come up with a been found. But, we think 
so that every resident had well thought up plan that that this new system is a 
to sign in whenever they makes much more sense great step in the right 
tried to enter their dorm than signing in. This direction. Even if the sys-
students were livid. The semester we have seen the tern can not iron out all 
new sign in policy was introduction of the dorm security problems, it defi-
extremely time consuming sticker. Each resident will nitely helps to ensure that __ _,;:;; ______________ __:__ 
and inconvenient. Our View: only residents gain 
Lines piled up in entry to the dorm 
dorm lobbies with Residence Life's new dorm and miscellaneous 
impatient students • people don't. 
who were simply sticker plans seems to be more Like any security 
trying to get to ,I'/'; • ll h h policy, this sticker 
their rooms. With eJJicient and we t oug tout. will not be effective 
names like James 
Brown and Shaq appearing 
on the sign in li1,ts, it was 
blatantly obvious that the 
policy did very little to 
increase dorm security. 
Many wondered what 
Residence Life actually did 
with the names and what 
the effectiveness of the 
whole process was in the 
first place. We saw the pol-
be given a sticker that 
shows where he or she lives 
and instead of having to 
sign in, eventually resi-
dence will simply have to 
show their dorm sticker 
and scan their ID to get in. 
This plan is a lot more 
rational and though out to 
us. Showing a doom stick-
er will be a lot less time 
icy as a knee-jerk reaction consuming than having to 
to the security problem. wait in long lines. Some 
if it is not enforced. 
If security guards fail to 
actually check our IDs than 
the policy will be ineffec-
tive. We also hope that 
Residence Life can get 
quickly get the system 
together so that all dorms 
can switch from the tedious 
process of signing in. If 
this new system is imple-
mented in all dorms, we 
feel like it has the possibil-
ity to be a success. 
, 
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Carol Mosley Braun Withdrawals 
from 2004 Presidential Elections 
off. For the duration of her think that it was notable for 
campaign, she stayed ,.near Braun to try to make 
Recently Carol Mosley the bottom of all the other advancements for women 
Braun, former senator of Democratic hopefuls. She and minorities as candidates 
Illinois, dropped out of the never received over single for presidency, but we just 
race for the Democratic digits in polls and surveys don't see how her sloppy 
Party's nomination to run and built up thousands of attempt achieved this goal. 
against President If she really 
Bush. Our View: wanted to make a 
Braun, who has strong statement, 
now thrown her sup- We applaud Braun for run- she should have 
port to Howard • • b h done it in the right 
Dean, stated in a ning for President ut s e way. Not having 
press conference h l' ,,1 h t t • d h appropriate funds 
"the funding and S OU u ave S ra egize er to actually be a con-
organizational dis- camnaign better. tender in the race 
advantages of a non- r allowed Braun to 
traditional campaign -------------------fall to the waysides 
could not be overcome, and dollars of campaign debt. and not be taken as seriously 
so this campaign was unable Many people argue that as she could have been had 
to compete effectively ... " Braun ran to convey a mes- she planned a little better. 
Candidates who attempt sage-that she was successful And the fact that she was 
to run for the presidency in getting across even though forced to withdraw from the 
must know approximately her campaign was not sue- race makes us slightly 
how expensive it is to have cessful. People say that she embarrassed. While we 
an effective campaign. So, gave people a message of believe that Braun had a 
we ask ourselves, why did hope and progress. She is good idea, we are disappoint-
Braun attempt to run if she noted for saying that, "when ed that she was not as effec-
knew her funds would not be women run, when people of tive as she could have been 
sufficient enough to see the color run, we open up the because she just didn't think 
process through? Braun's possibility that women and her idea out a little more. 
campaign never quite took people of color can win." We 
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... Sfie Said 
By Nakisha Williams 
Editorial & Perspectives Editor 
The Doctor 
Will See You 
Now 
I sat, grease laden Five Guys 
bag in hand, prepared to partake in 
the only meal I had seen for the 
day. My stomach angrily growled 
at me in about five different lan-
guages for neglecting its hungering 
intestinal self. But of course, before 
I could dig in, a friend, the bearer 
of bad news had to intercept. 
"You're going to have a heart 
attack eating that stuff!!!" he 
gasped. 
I saw my life flash before my 
eyes! Had I just bought myself a 
five-dollar heait attack? Would a 
bite of this beefy fare mark the 
beginning of my demise? 
''I'll take my chances," I 
shrugged as I took an oversized 
bite. What was a girl to do? I was 
hungry. 
It seems like you can't eat any-
thing these days. Atkins preaches a 
high fat and low carbohydrate diet, 
while other doctors suggest low fat 
and high carbohydrate meals. The 
threats of E. coli and Mad Cow 
Disease are given as reasons why 
we should avoid meat. And doesn't 
it seem like everything supposedly 
causes cancer!? 
"Eating in the United States 
should no longer be a form ofhigh-
risk behavior," Eric Schlos.ser says 
in his healthily disturbing book 
"Fast Food Nation." As aggravating 
as it may be, we are living in a time 
where a simple choices in food can 
mean life or death. 
Junk food is often blamed for 
fueling the epidemics of obesity, 
heart disease, and diabetes, and it 
is not hard to see why. Chew on 
this: A McDonalds Big Mac meal 
contains a whopping 1190 calories 
and 85mg of cholesterol. The sug-
gested calorie intake for the aver-
age person is only around 2,000 
calories and 26mg of cholesterol 
according to the government's 
Food and Nutrition Information 
Center. 
As "broke college students," 
not only is fast food readily avail-
able to us, but it is also a lot cheap-
er than a healthier alternative. I 
know it is a lot easier for me to 
spend a dollar on a McDonald's 
cheeseburger than it is for me to 
drop $20 on a Whole Foods gro-
cery run. Although it is a lot more 
"inconvenient" to live a healthy 
lifestyle, it is imperative. Sure, 
we're young, and health issues can 
seem miles away, but diseases that 
seem to plague our elders can be a 
lot closer to us than we all think. 
Ultimately there is a bigger 
issue than just eating (or not eat-
ing) fast food. Making smarter 
food choices, exercising more, and 
making regular visits to a doctor 
are all things that we are constant-
ly told to do to improve our well-
being. But while nmning around 
eating apples and drinking gallons 
water is not for everyone, we can-
not afford to neglect the overall 
welfare of our bodies and health. 
According to the National 
Center for Health Statistics cardio-
vascular disease and stroke cause 
39.4 percent of all American 
deaths -1 out of 2.5 deaths. 
Compared with Caucasians, young 
African Americans have a two- to 
three-fold greater risk of ischemic 
stroke (caused by a clogged blood 
vessel). 77.3 percent of non-
Hispanic African-American 
women are overweight and 49.7 
percent are obese. Among non-
Hispanic Aftican-American men, 
60.7 percent are overweight and 
28.1 percent are obese. 
That's just food for thought. 
Nakisha's not quite liuing off of tofu 
and wheat germ yet, but she is tak-
ing your comment~ at 
11_j_ williams@howard.edu. 
January 20, 2004 
Confidence: It's More than Just a Look in the Mirror 
Nell Bradley 
In the morning, she gazes 
into the mirror only to cap-
ture her insecurities, and at 
night she is comforted by the 
wet tears she sheds for hours. 
And, if that isn't enough trau-
n1a, during the day, if she 
does not accomplish some-
thing she blan1es it on being 
ugly and when she walks to 
class she hums with her head 
down low. 
I am writing this for a girl 
I know and the girl I used to 
be. I choose not to disclose 
her name; however, I am 
writing publicly about her sit-
uation because it is universal 
to all black women. This 
problem is surfaced around 
identity. In her case, she is 
not confident about the way 
she looks because she thinks 
her skin is too dark. 
I will refer to this girl as 
Jaime. Jaime is the type of 
girl that looks at MTV, 1naga-
z1nes and her friends to 
determine the way she will 
feel abut herself. The first 
tim~ I saw her, I could tell 
that she was not confident 
and it made me reflect to my 
past. 
When I used to look at 
myself, I wanted to throw up 
or die. My confidence issues 
were surrounded by my skin 
hue and hair. As a child, I did 
not want to play outside 
because I was afraid the sun 
would darken my skin like 
over-done ribs. Then occa-
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sionally, I would try to com-
pare the color of my forearm 
to someone else's to see if my 
co1nplexion was similar to 
theirs. I also remen1ber the 
time I heard this young man 
say he would never be with a 
dark girl. So, I tried a skin-
lighter and 1ny face broke out 
with horrible acne. But, the 
acne incident wasn't the 
worst because also as a child 
my hair would never lay right 
when it was pressed. Then, 
when I decided to get a relax-
er my hair fell out and I was a 
dark skin girl with bumps all 
over 1ny face and three bald 
spots. 
As I got older, my acne 
cleared up and I went natu-
ral. I started reading authors 
such as bell hooks and I gath-
Forgetting Where You're Froill 
George Appiah 
I'm a jersey aficionado. 
Looking in 1ny closet, you 
can see several jerseys 
ranging from the retro 
Michael Jordan 
Washington Bullets jersey 
that was re-introduced last 
season to an authentic 
Steve Nash Dallas 
Mavericks jersey. My jer-
sey count currently stands 
at 22 but this past weekend 
I was forced to remember a 
time when I did not have 
any. 
Saturday evening while 
contemplating which jer-
sey would accentuate my 
outfit best, 1ny father 
walked in my room and 
questioned how much I 
spend on jerseys and my 
reasoning for buying so 
many. After telling him 
the average price, I 
explained to him that I buy 
them because I'm making 
up for lost time. Growing 
up, especially in n1y high 
school days, I never had 
the means to dress as fash-
ionably as others, but now 
I do. With that he quietly 
walked away. 
I didn't know it at the 
time, but my father was 
truly disgusted in 1ny com-
ments, which he viewed as 
ungrateful. My parents 
have always worked hard 
to provide my brothers and 
me with whatever we need-
ed, even if it was beyond 
their 1neans. Although I 
didn't agree that my com-
ments were disrespectful, 
both my father and mother 
felt that I showed no 
respect or appreciation for 
the many jobs they've held, 
endless nights they've 
worked, and countless sac-
rifices they've made. 
Initially, I felt n1y com-
1nents were taken extreme-
ly out of context, but look-
ing at it from their per-
spective, the conunents 
were ungrateful. So with 
that being said, I have two 
things to say. First, I'm 
sorry for perhaps insulting 
my father and all of his 
hard work and acco1nplish-
ments. Second, I want to 
thank both of my parents 
whose hard work, dedica-
tion and love have always 
led me to believe that we 
live richer than we really 
are. 
Even though I initially 
had two things to say, this 
has to be mentioned, even 
if he is too humble to 
believe it: You're the great-
est, Dad. 
The Hilltop 
ered an understanding of why 
I was uncomfortable about 
my skin hue and hair texture. 
I learned that the depth of 1ny 
color or the texture of m_y 
hair was not a problen1. The 
real problem rested inside of 
people, history, and society. 
Through that I have learned 
to embrace my skin hue and 
my oh so textured hair. 
I also encourage other 
African-American won1en to 
get rid of the "I'm too dark", 
"I wish I had long hair" or the 
whole saying "I wish ... " and 
love yourself because of what 
you have contributed to soci-
ety, the goals you have 
obtained and the wonderful 
lives you have stored away for 
you in the future. In addition. 
we need to stop letting other 
'V 
0 
-·----
forces (such as men and the 
1nedia) tell us what our beau-
ty is. Remember you are 
beautiful because YOU say 
so ... no references needed. 
The first ti1ne I saw 
Jamie, I saw a past reflection 
of myself slash the acne and 
bald spots. I saw a young 
won1an who is beautiful and 
has a lot to contribute to soci-
ety, but would rather waste 
her tilne thinking othenvise. 
I only wish that I had the 
courage to tell Jan1ie in per-
son about the joys of loving 
her total self. But, if she does 
not get a chance to read this, 
I can only hope n1y words and 
experiences have touched 
YOU. 
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